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Five  Reasons  for  St.  Paul’s  University 

TOKYO,  JAPAN 

ITS  PRESENT  The  Japanese  nation  is  for  the 
OPPORTUNITY  moment  in  a plastic  state.  This  is 
a recent  development,  and  will  not 
long  continue.  The  influence  hitherto  paramount  in  Japan 
has  been  removed,  and  there  is  a reaction  from  the  rational- 
istic individualism  which  it  produced.  Japan  has  not  found 
satisfaction  in  the  governing  principles  she  has  thus  far 
followed,  and  the  thinking  people  of  the  nation  are  anxious 
concerning  the  situation.  Pessimism  is  rife  among  the 
educated  classes  and  the  old  Samurai  ideals  of  duty  have 
been  temporarilj’^  discredited.  Tlie  thinking  men  of  Japan 
are  turning  toward  the  Christian  teachings  and  moral  ideals 
of  America.  The  Japanese  world  i.s  ready  and  eager  to 
hear  the  Christian  message.  They  have  tried  divorcing 
religion  from  education  and  the  result  has  been  materialistic 
individualism.  They  have  turned  to  the  old  religions  of 
tlie  country,  but  found  them  wanting  in  the  vitality  and  the 
virility  necessary  to  combat  the  rationalistic  spirit  wliich 
is  a dry-rot  at  tlie  heart  of  the  nation,  and  which  in  the 
minds  of  many  is  imperilling  the  very  foundations  of  the 
body  politic. 

Count  Okuma,  in  this  connection,  says;  “If  Japan  is  to 
continue  to  hold  her  rightful  place  as  a first-class  power  in 
the  comity  of  nations,  she  must  be  inspired  by  the  Iiighest 
moral  and  ethical  ideal,  which  can  only  be  realized  by  and 
through  a fuller  knowledge  of  the  teachings  of  Christianity 
as  made  known  to  us  in  institutional  Christianity.  Hence 


we  welcome  and  invite  such  institutions,  hospitals,  schools, 
etc.,  into  our  midst,  and  urge  the  establishment  of  others 
and  the  fuller  development  of  the  existing  ones,  so  that 
the  ideals  and  truths  hitherto  made  known  to  a few  may 
become  the  heritage  of  the  whole  nation.” 

The  Minister  of  Education,  addressing  the  Doshisha 
University  (Congregational)  in  Kyoto,  last  spring,  said, 
‘‘We  are  glad  to  license  such  Christian  schools  because  they 
provide  an  influence  whieli  shows  itself  in  higher  ethical 
standards  and  better  morals  than  result  from  the  non- 
religious education  of  our  government  institutions.” 

Tiiinking  men,  from  tlie  Emperor  and  ministers  of  state 
down,  as  instanced  by  their  interest  in  and  gifts  to  St. 
Euke’s  Hospital,  and  by  the  decoration  of  Dr.  Motoda, 
headmaster  of  St.  Paul’s  College,  with  the  Order  of  the 
Sacred  Treasure,  are  frankly  turning  to  Christianity  for 
inspiration.  Tliis  opportunity,  for  which  we  have  waited 
for  years,  we  dare  not  let  pass.  Is  it  not  a vision  similar 
to  that  of  St.  Paul  when  the  men  of  Macedonia  cried: 
‘‘Come  over  and  help  us.”  He  responded,  and  the  West 
was  Christianized. 

TOKYO  A Tokyo  is  one  of  the  last  great 

STRATEGIC  CENTER  centers  remaining  to  be  ade- 
quately occupied  by  the  forces 
of  Christianity  througli  the  establishment  there  of  a great 
Cliristian  University.  Tliis  trutli  was  emphasized  by  Dr. 
.John  R.  Mott  in  a recent  address,  by  placing  Tokyo  first  in 
a list  of  six  such  centers,  as  follows: 

‘‘There  are  strategic  places.  If  you  would  ask  me  to 
name  the  most  strategic  places  I have  found  in  twenty-five 
years  of  travel  over  the  world,  I would  mention  these  six 
places.  If  I could  have  my  way  about  these  six  cities,  I 
would  not  worry  about  the  rest  of  the  non-Christian  world 
in  the  last  analysis:  Tokyo,  Pekin,  Shanghai,  Calcutta, 
Constantinople,  and  Cairo.  If  the  forces  of  pure  Chris- 
tianity could  be  massed  with  masterly  strategy  and  true 
\’itality  behind  these  six  great  centers,  tlie  simplification  of 
our  colossal  task  would  be  accomplished.” 

Now  it  so  happens  that  the  city  whicli  we  are  consider- 
ing is  the  one  of  the  six  that  will  have  more  to  do  with 
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the  development  and  Christianization  of  Asia  than  will  any 
other,  as  it  is  the  capital  of  Japan  and  the  natural  and 
actual  leader  of  Asia.  It  is  only  through  a Christian  Japan 
that  Asia  can  be  fully  Christianized. 


AMERICA’S  PECULIAR  As  has  been  well  said,  this 
OBLIGATION  task  is  the  peculiar  privi- 

lege of  America.  No 
nation  is  in  such  great  favor  throughout  the  Orient  as  is 
the  United  States.  Ulterior  political  motives  arc  not  im- 
puted to  her  philanthropists  or  missionaries.  Tlie  elasticity, 
adaptability  and  practical  aims  of  her  educational  methods 
have  brought  Iicr  schools  and  educators  into  public  favor. 
And  the  United  States  alone,  at  the  present  time,  possesses 
the  resources  to  carry  this  project  through. 


THE  LEGITIMATE 
RESULT  OF  PAST 
ENDEAVORS 


Tlie  labors  of  over  fifty  years  of 
missionary  effort,  mostly  Ameri- 
can, call  for  tiiis  capstone,  an 
adequate  Christian  University, 
if  we  are  going  to  grasp  the  present  opportunity  and  con- 
firm and  crystallize  the  influence  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  the  leading  nation  of  Asia.  Failure  to  establish  this 
University,  when  its  strategic  importance  is  so  clearly  mani- 
fest, even  to  the  Japanese  people  themselves,  is  to  limit  the 
Cliristian  influence  to  the  “lower  levels  of  the  educational, 


social  and  religious  world’’  in  Japan,  and  to  delay  the 
Christianization  of  Japan  and  Asia  for  centuries  to  come. 


THE  SUPPLY  OF  A Cliristian  University  is 

lAPAN’S  GREAT  NEED  necessary  to  neutralize  the 

merciless  and  crushing 
effect  of  the  purely  secular  learning  of  the  West  upon  the 
Oriental  mind  and  pliilosophy,  as  instanced  by  the  abnormal 
growth  of  rationalistic  individualism  with  its  resultant  evils 
of  pessimism,  suicide,  immorality  and  irreligion.  Purely 
secular  education,  if  it  eliminates  superstition,  destroys  the 
religious  instincts  as  well.  If  it  eliminates  the  pantheistic, 
unscientific  and  immoral  elements  in  the  old  religious  life, 
it  only  enthrones  materialism  in  their  place.  Christian  edu- 
c.ation,  with  its  constructive  processes,  adequately  expressed 
in  a university,  can  alone  save  Japan  from  becoming  a 
nation  of  atheists  and  agnostics. 


A MOST  ATTRACTIVE  GROUP  OF  BUILDINGS.  FUJI,  SEEN  IN  THE  DISTANCE.  IS  NOT  A PRODUCT  OF  THE  ARTIST'S 
IMAGINATION;  THE  SACRED  MOUNTAIN  IS  REALLY  VISIBLE  FROM  THE  SITE  OF  THE  NEV/  ST.  PAUL’S. 
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THE  GROUPING  OF  THE  BUILDINGS  AS  SEEN  IN  THE  BIRD’S-EYE  VIEW  ABOVE  HAS  BEEN  SLIGHTLY  ALTERED. 

THIS  GROUND  PLAN  IS  CORRECT. 
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IMMEDIATE  REQUIREMENTS 

Tlie  Board  of  Missions  at  its  December  meeting 
resolutely  faced  this  vision,  its  obligations  and  its 
opportunity,  and  decided  to  ask  the  Church  for  the 
$1,000,000  necessary  to  realize  it  within  the  next  eight 
years.  The  first  unit  to  be  completed  within  three  years 
is  the  nucleus  of  the  whole  future  university,  w’hich  will  be 
composed  of  a College  of  Philosophy  and  Literature,  a 
College  of  Law  and  Politics,  a College  of  Sociology  and 
Political  Science,  a College  of  Pure  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, and  a College  of  Medicine.  The  first  unit  will  cost 
$250,000,  of  which  amount  $160,000  has  been  authorized 
to  be  expended  at  once  on  the  necessary  buildings  to  bring 
the  university  into  being,  in  the  faith  that  the  Church  will 
respond  to  her  God-given  opportunity.  $80,000  is  in  hand, 
and  of  the  balance,  $40,000  has  been  pledged.  “He  gives 
twice  who  gives  quickly.” 

Further  information  as  to  the  new  St.  Paul’s  University 
may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Reifsnider,  its  President,  who 
will  be  in  this  country  for  some  months,  or  from  the  Board 
of  ^Missions,  281  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


Copies  of  this  leaflet  may  he  obtained  from  the  Literature  Department, 
Board  of  Missions,  281  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  by  asking  for  No.  302. 
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